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        WELCOME TO 1972

        1972 was the year the Seventies found its identity. And that identity was glitter.

David Bowie released "The Rise and Fall of Ziggy Stardust and the Spiders from Mars." He created a character — an androgynous alien rock star who came to Earth to save humanity through music. He dyed his hair red. He wore platform boots and jumpsuits. He kissed his guitarist on stage. The world had never seen anything like it.

T. Rex were everywhere. Marc Bolan was the king of glam. "Telegram Sam" and "Metal Guru" were number one. He wore top hats and feather boas. He was the most famous person in Britain.

Roxy Music released their debut album. Bryan Ferry was the sophisticated face of glam — art school, velvet jackets, and a voice that sounded like honey and cigarettes.

Slade were the working-class face of glam. Noddy Holder's voice was the loudest thing in Britain. "Cum On Feel the Noize" was the sound of a party.

And in America, the music was different. The singer-songwriter era was peaking. Carole King, James Taylor, and Cat Stevens were the sound of the gentle Seventies. The Eagles released their debut album. The sound of California was everywhere.

1972 was the year glam rock took over. It was colourful, theatrical, and completely brilliant.

      

        DAVID BOWIE — ZIGGY STARDUST

        16 June 1972. David Bowie released "The Rise and Fall of Ziggy Stardust and the Spiders from Mars." It was his fifth album. It was the one that made him a star.

Ziggy Stardust was a concept album about a fictional rock star from outer space who comes to Earth to save humanity through music. He becomes famous, corrupt, and dies at the end. It was a story about fame, sex, and the end of the world.

The album was a masterpiece. "Starman" was the single — a song about a alien who brings a message of hope. "Moonage Daydream" was a psychedelic rocker. "Suffragette City" was a punk anthem before punk existed. "Rock 'n' Roll Suicide" was the closing song — a ballad about a broken star.

Bowie performed Ziggy Stardust on Top of the Pops in July. He wore a multicoloured jumpsuit, red hair, and a guitar. He put his arm around Mick Ronson during "Starman." The nation gasped. The next day, every teenager in Britain was talking about it.

Bowie was more than a musician. He was a cultural phenomenon. He proved that you could be different, strange, and completely yourself. He was the voice of every outsider who had ever felt like they didn't belong.

1972 was the year David Bowie became David Bowie. And the world was never the same.

      

        GLAM ROCK — THE SOUND OF 1972

        Glam rock was the sound of 1972. It was colourful, theatrical, and completely British.

T. Rex were the kings. "Telegram Sam" was number one in January. "Metal Guru" was number one in May. Marc Bolan was the most famous person in Britain. He wore glitter, platform boots, and feather boas. He was the face of the decade.

Slade were the working-class heroes. "Take Me Bak 'Ome" was number one. "Mama Weer All Crazee Now" was number one. "Cum On Feel the Noize" was number one. Noddy Holder's voice was the loudest thing in Britain. Slade were the sound of a night out.

Roxy Music were the art-school sophisticates. "Virginia Plain" was number four. Bryan Ferry was the most stylish man in Britain. Roxy Music were the sound of the future.

Sweet were the bubblegum face of glam. "Little Willy" was number four. "Block Buster!" was number one. They were the sound of teenage rebellion.

Mud were the pub-rock face of glam. "Crazy" was number 12. They were the sound of the working man.

Glam rock was about having fun. It was about dressing up, being outrageous, and not taking yourself too seriously. It was the antidote to the heavy, serious rock of Led Zeppelin and Black Sabbath.

And in 1972, it was everywhere.

      

        THE NUMBER ONES OF 1972

        Twenty different songs reached number one in 1972. Here's who ruled:

Benny Hill — "Ernie (The Fastest Milkman in the West)." One week. The carry-over from 1971.

T. Rex — "Telegram Sam." Two weeks. Marc Bolan at his glittery peak.

The New Seekers — "I'd Like to Teach the World to Sing." One week. The Coca-Cola song.

Nilsson — "Without You." Five weeks. The longest-running number one of the year. A song about heartbreak that made everyone cry.

T. Rex — "Metal Guru." Four weeks. Marc Bolan's second number one of the year.

Don McLean — "Vincent." Two weeks. A song about Van Gogh. The most beautiful song about a painter ever written.

The Drifters — "Come On Over to My Place." Two weeks. The sound of American soul crossing the Atlantic.

Slade — "Take Me Bak 'Ome." One week. The first of Slade's three number ones of the year.

Rod Stewart — "You Wear It Well." One week. Rod Stewart's second number one. The voice of the working man.

Slade — "Mama Weer All Crazee Now." Three weeks. The sound of a party.

The Sweet — "Block Buster!" Five weeks. The longest-running number one of the year. The sound of glam rock at its peak.

Slade — "Cum On Feel the Noize." Four weeks. The last number one of 1972. The loudest song of the year.

      

        THE OTHER BIG HITS

        Beyond the number ones, 1972 was a year of classics.

David Bowie — "Starman." Number 10. The song that introduced Ziggy Stardust to the world. The performance on Top of the Pops that changed everything.

Roxy Music — "Virginia Plain." Number four. The sound of art school rock. Bryan Ferry was the most stylish man in Britain.

Elton John — "Rocket Man." Number two. A song about an astronaut who misses his family. Elton John was becoming the biggest star in the world.

The Rolling Stones — "Tumbling Dice." Number five. The sound of the Stones in their imperial phase.

Led Zeppelin — "Rock and Roll." Number 20. The sound of the biggest band in the world.

Deep Purple — "Smoke on the Water." Number 21. The most famous guitar riff in history. A song about a fire at a Frank Zappa concert.

The Eagles — "Take It Easy." Number 12. The sound of California. The beginning of a band that would define the decade.

Harry Nilsson — "Coconut." Number 22. A song about a man who drinks coconut. The most ridiculous song of the year.

Alice Cooper — "School's Out." Number 14. The sound of shock rock. Alice Cooper was the most outrageous performer in America.

Gilbert O'Sullivan — "Alone Again (Naturally)." Number three. A song about suicide. The most depressing song of the year. It was number one in America.

      

        THE SOUND OF 1972 — GLAM, GLITTER, AND THE BIRTH OF PUNK

        1972 was the year glam rock peaked. But it was also the year the seeds of punk were planted.

David Bowie's Ziggy Stardust was a punk prototype — a character who rejected the values of the mainstream. The New York Dolls released their debut album in 1973, but they were already playing in 1972. Iggy Pop and the Stooges were playing raw, aggressive rock that sounded like nothing else.

The singer-songwriter era was still going strong. Elton John, Carole King, James Taylor, and Cat Stevens were the sound of the gentle Seventies. The music was personal, intimate, and emotional.

Soul music was evolving. Stevie Wonder was entering his imperial phase. "Talking Book" was released in 1972. "Superstition" was the single. It was the sound of the future.

1972 was the year the music was more diverse than ever. There was something for everyone. And everyone was listening.

      

        BOWIE ON TOP OF THE POPS — THE MOMENT THAT CHANGED EVERYTHING

        6 July 1972. David Bowie performed "Starman" on Top of the Pops. It was the most important television performance of the decade.

Bowie wore a multicoloured jumpsuit. His hair was red. His makeup was heavy. He looked like nothing anyone had ever seen on British television. He put his arm around Mick Ronson during the guitar solo. He looked at the camera. He smiled.

The next day, every teenager in Britain was talking about it. The newspapers were full of it. Parents were horrified. Teenagers were fascinated.

Bowie had done something no one had done before. He'd made it OK to be different. He'd made it OK to be strange. He'd made it OK to be yourself.

The performance is still talked about today. It's considered one of the most important moments in British television history. It changed the way people thought about music, fashion, and identity.

1972 was the year David Bowie became a star. And it all started with three minutes on Top of the Pops.

      

        BRITAIN IN 1972

        Edward Heath was Prime Minister. Britain joined the European Economic Community on 1 January. The country was now part of Europe. The debate would rage for the next 50 years.

The miners' strike began in January. The National Union of Mineworkers went on strike for higher pay. The government imposed a state of emergency. Power cuts were introduced. The country was in darkness.

The Bloody Sunday massacre happened in Northern Ireland. British soldiers shot 26 unarmed civil rights protesters in Derry. 14 people died. The Troubles escalated.

The first episode of "The Price Is Right" was broadcast. The most popular game show in British history.

The first episode of "Are You Being Served?" was broadcast. British comedy at its most British.

The first British woman was ordained as a priest in the Church of England. The church was changing.

And in the music, David Bowie was the most famous person in Britain. Glam rock was everywhere. The Seventies had found its voice.

      

        THE YEAR IN NUMBERS

        Number ones: 20
Longest-running number one: Nilsson — "Without You" / The Sweet — "Block Buster!" (5 weeks each)
Biggest-selling single: Nilsson — "Without You" (1.2 million+ UK sales)
Chart size: Top 50 (full year)
Record format: 45rpm vinyl, cassette tapes growing

Twenty number ones. T. Rex had two. Slade had three. British artists had 15 of the 20. Glam rock was king.

      

        REACH OUT

        If you're struggling, you're not alone. Whether it's depression, anxiety, addiction, or just a night that won't end — reach out. We'll listen.

📧 reachout@ukmusicarchive.com

☎️ Samaritans: 116 123 — Free, 24/7
☎️ CALM: 0800 58 58 58 — Daily 5pm–midnight
☎️ PAPYRUS (under 35s): 0800 068 4141 — Free, 24/7

Talking to someone can make all the difference.

      

        YOUR VISION. OUR PRECISION.

        ADVERTISEMENT

The world doesn't need more websites. It needs digital landmarks.

At Vantage Digital Studio, we don't do "templates." We don't do "good enough." We build high-performance, visually stunning digital experiences for those who refuse to blend in. Whether it's a brand that needs to dominate its niche or a vision that requires absolute technical perfection, we are the architects of the exceptional.

Stop existing online. Start commanding attention.

vantagedigitalstudio.com

Precision. Power. Presence.

---

Want to advertise here? Reach thousands of music fans every month.
Contact mark@ukmusicarchive.com
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