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        WELCOME TO 1973

        1973 was the year glam rock peaked. It was also the year it started to die.

David Bowie killed Ziggy Stardust on stage at the Hammersmith Odeon in July. He announced to a shocked audience that it was "the last show we'll ever do." Ziggy was dead. Bowie was moving on.

Pink Floyd released "The Dark Side of the Moon." It was the album that would stay on the Billboard charts for 741 weeks. It was the sound of the Seventies at its most ambitious.

The oil crisis hit in October. The Yom Kippur War led to an Arab oil embargo. Petrol prices soared. The government imposed a three-day working week. The country was in crisis.

Glam rock was still everywhere. Slade, Sweet, Mud, and Wizzard were all over the charts. But the end was coming. The bubble was about to burst.

1973 was the year the party peaked. And the hangover was coming.

      

        DAVID BOWIE KILLS ZIGGY STARDUST

        3 July 1973. Hammersmith Odeon, London. David Bowie's last show as Ziggy Stardust.

The show was part of the "Aladdin Sane" tour. Bowie had already moved on from Ziggy — "Aladdin Sane" was a different character, a more sophisticated, more American version of the alien rock star. But the audience didn't know that.

At the end of the show, Bowie stepped up to the microphone. "Of all the shows on this tour, this one will stay with us the longest, because not only is it the last show of the tour, but it's the last show that we'll ever do. Thank you."

The audience was stunned. The band was stunned. The music world was stunned. David Bowie had killed his most famous creation on stage.

Bowie was right to do it. He knew that Ziggy had run its course. He knew that if he kept playing the same character, he'd become a parody. He needed to move on.

The show was filmed and released as "Ziggy Stardust and the Spiders from Mars." It's one of the greatest concert films ever made.

Bowie moved on to "Diamond Dogs" and "Young Americans." He never looked back. But Ziggy Stardust lived on in the hearts of every teenager who'd ever felt like an outsider.

      

        THE DARK SIDE OF THE MOON

        1 March 1973. Pink Floyd released "The Dark Side of the Moon." It was their eighth album. It was the one that changed everything.

The album was a concept album about the pressures of modern life — money, time, death, and madness. It was recorded at Abbey Road Studios, the same studio where the Beatles had made their greatest records.

The album was a commercial and critical triumph. It stayed on the Billboard charts for 741 weeks — 14 years. It's one of the best-selling albums of all time.

"Money" was the single. A song about greed, with a 7/4 time signature and a cash register sound effect. "Time" was a song about getting older. "Us and Them" was a song about war. "Brain Damage" was a song about mental illness.

The album was a masterpiece of production. The sound effects, the tape loops, the synthesizers — it was the sound of a band at the peak of its powers.

"The Dark Side of the Moon" was the album that defined the Seventies. It was ambitious, intelligent, and completely original.

      

        THE NUMBER ONES OF 1973

        Twenty different songs reached number one in 1973. Here's who ruled:

Little Jimmy Osmond — "Long Haired Lover from Liverpool." Three weeks. The carry-over from 1972. Jimmy Osmond was 10 years old.

The Sweet — "Block Buster!" One week. The carry-over from 1972.

Slade — "Cum On Feel the Noize." One week. The carry-over from 1972.

Elton John — "Crocodile Rock." One week. Elton's first UK number one. The sound of the piano man.

Donny Osmond — "The Twelfth of Never." One week. The Osmonds were everywhere.

Roberta Flack — "Killing Me Softly with His Song." Three weeks. The most beautiful song of the year.

Wizzard — "See My Baby Jive." Four weeks. Roy Wood's glam rock masterpiece.

Slade — "Skweeze Me, Pleeze Me." Three weeks. Slade's fourth number one.

Dawn — "Tie a Yellow Ribbon Round the Ole Oak Tree." Four weeks. A song about a prisoner coming home. The most sentimental number one of the year.

Gary Glitter — "I Love You Love Me Love." Four weeks. Glam rock at its most ridiculous.

Peters and Lee — "Welcome Home." One week. A ballad that nobody remembers.

Simon Park Orchestra — "Eye Level." Four weeks. The theme from "Van der Valk." An instrumental that became a number one.

David Cassidy — "Daydreamer" / "The Puppy Song." Three weeks. The Partridge Family star at his peak.

The Osmonds — "Let Me In." Two weeks. The last number one of 1973.

      

        THE OTHER BIG HITS

        Beyond the number ones, 1973 was a year of giants.

David Bowie — "Life on Mars?" Number three. The most ambitious single of the year. A song about a girl who wants to escape.

Pink Floyd — "Money." Number 18. The single from "Dark Side of the Moon." The sound of greed.

Led Zeppelin — "Over the Hills and Far Away." Number 21. The sound of the biggest band in the world.

The Who — "5:15." Number 20. The sound of a band at its peak.

The Rolling Stones — "Angie." Number five. The most beautiful ballad the Stones ever wrote.

Paul McCartney and Wings — "My Love." Number nine. Paul's first post-Beatles ballad.

George Harrison — "Give Me Love (Give Me Peace on Earth)." Number eight. George's follow-up to "My Sweet Lord."

John Lennon — "Mind Games." Number 26. John's most underrated song.

Elton John — "Daniel." Number four. A song about a brother who goes to Spain.

Roxy Music — "Street Life." Number nine. The sound of art school rock.

10cc — "Rubber Bullets." Number one. A song about a prison riot. The most unlikely number one of the year.

Stealers Wheel — "Stuck in the Middle with You." Number eight. A song about being stuck in the middle. Written by Gerry Rafferty.

      

        THE OIL CRISIS — THE PARTY ENDS

        October 1973. The Yom Kippur War. The Arab members of OPEC imposed an oil embargo on countries that supported Israel. Britain was one of them.

The price of oil quadrupled. Petrol prices soared. The government imposed a 50mph speed limit. The three-day working week was introduced. The country was in crisis.

The music reflected the mood. The optimistic, colourful glam rock of 1972 was fading. The music was getting darker, more serious, more political.

The oil crisis was the beginning of the end of the post-war boom. The Seventies were going to be a decade of economic hardship, political turmoil, and social change.

The party was over. The hangover had begun.

      

        THE SOUND OF 1973 — THE END OF GLAM

        1973 was the year glam rock peaked. It was also the year it started to die.

David Bowie killed Ziggy Stardust. Marc Bolan was losing his edge. Slade were still going strong, but the magic was fading. The Sweet were becoming a parody of themselves.

The new sounds were emerging. Progressive rock was at its peak — Pink Floyd, Yes, Genesis, Jethro Tull. The music was ambitious, complex, and intellectual.

Heavy rock was getting heavier. Led Zeppelin, Deep Purple, and Black Sabbath were still the kings. But the new wave of British hard rock was coming.

Soul music was evolving. Stevie Wonder was at his peak. "Innervisions" was released in 1973. It was the album of the year.

1973 was the year the music was in transition. The old sounds were dying. The new sounds were being born.

      

        BRITAIN IN 1973

        Edward Heath was Prime Minister. The three-day working week was introduced in December. The country was in darkness. The lights went out at 10pm. The nation huddled around candles and paraffin heaters.

The first British McDonald's had opened in 1970. By 1973, there were 10. The American invasion was accelerating.

The first episode of "The Wombles" was broadcast. A children's show about litter-picking creatures. The nation loved them.

The first episode of "The Ascent of Man" was broadcast. Jacob Bronowski's masterpiece. The most intelligent television programme ever made.

The first British woman was ordained as a priest. The Church of England was changing.

The first British motorway service stations were open. The M1 was complete. The age of the car was in full swing.

And in the music, David Bowie had killed Ziggy Stardust. Pink Floyd had released "Dark Side of the Moon." The Seventies were in full swing.

      

        THE YEAR IN NUMBERS

        Number ones: 20
Longest-running number one: Wizzard — "See My Baby Jive" / Dawn — "Tie a Yellow Ribbon" / Gary Glitter — "I Love You Love Me Love" / Simon Park Orchestra — "Eye Level" (4 weeks each)
Biggest-selling single: Dawn — "Tie a Yellow Ribbon Round the Ole Oak Tree" (1 million+ UK sales)
Chart size: Top 50 (full year)
Record format: 45rpm vinyl, cassette tapes growing

Twenty number ones. Slade had one. British artists had 14 of the 20. Glam rock was still king, but the end was coming.

      

        REACH OUT

        If you're struggling, you're not alone. Whether it's depression, anxiety, addiction, or just a night that won't end — reach out. We'll listen.

📧 reachout@ukmusicarchive.com

☎️ Samaritans: 116 123 — Free, 24/7
☎️ CALM: 0800 58 58 58 — Daily 5pm–midnight
☎️ PAPYRUS (under 35s): 0800 068 4141 — Free, 24/7

Talking to someone can make all the difference.

      

        YOUR VISION. OUR PRECISION.

        ADVERTISEMENT

The world doesn't need more websites. It needs digital landmarks.

At Vantage Digital Studio, we don't do "templates." We don't do "good enough." We build high-performance, visually stunning digital experiences for those who refuse to blend in. Whether it's a brand that needs to dominate its niche or a vision that requires absolute technical perfection, we are the architects of the exceptional.

Stop existing online. Start commanding attention.

vantagedigitalstudio.com

Precision. Power. Presence.

---

Want to advertise here? Reach thousands of music fans every month.
Contact mark@ukmusicarchive.com
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