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        WELCOME TO 1974

        1974 was the year the hangover set in. The oil crisis was still biting. The three-day week was in full swing. The country was in darkness. And the music reflected it.

Glam rock was dying. David Bowie had killed Ziggy. Marc Bolan was losing his edge. Slade were running out of steam. The glitter was fading.

ABBA won Eurovision with "Waterloo." The sound of Sweden was about to take over the world. Nobody knew it yet.

Mud were the new kings of glam. "Tiger Feet" was the biggest-selling single of the year. The Sweet were still going. But the magic was gone.

In America, the music was different. The singer-songwriter era was peaking. John Denver was everywhere. The Eagles were rising. The sound of California was the sound of the future.

1974 was the year the party ended. The Seventies were getting darker. But the music was getting better.

      

        ABBA WINS EUROVISION — WATERLOO

        6 April 1974. The Eurovision Song Contest, Brighton Dome. ABBA performed "Waterloo." They won. The world changed.

ABBA were from Sweden. They were two couples — Agnetha and Björn, Anni-Frid and Benny. They'd been making music together for a few years. "Waterloo" was their breakthrough.

The song was a perfect pop song. A catchy melody, a driving beat, and harmonies that sounded like angels. "Waterloo" was about surrendering to love. It was the sound of joy.

ABBA went on to become one of the biggest bands in history. "Waterloo" was the beginning. "SOS," "Mamma Mia," "Dancing Queen," "The Winner Takes It All" — they were all to come.

But in 1974, they were just a Swedish band who'd won Eurovision. Nobody knew they'd become a global phenomenon.

"Waterloo" was number one in the UK. It was the sound of 1974. And it was the sound of the future.

      

        THE THREE-DAY WEEK — MUSIC IN THE DARK

        January 1974. The three-day working week was in full force. The government had imposed it in December 1973 to save electricity. The country was in darkness.

The music industry was hit hard. Record shops couldn't open. Radio stations had reduced hours. Concerts were cancelled. The nation was huddled around candles and paraffin heaters.

But the music didn't stop. People listened to the radio more than ever. They played records at home. They sang in the dark.

The three-day week lasted until March. It was the darkest period of the post-war era. But the music kept people going.

1974 was the year the country was in darkness. But the music was the light.

      

        THE NUMBER ONES OF 1974

        Twenty different songs reached number one in 1974. Here's who ruled:

Slade — "Merry Xmas Everybody." Five weeks. The carry-over from 1973. The greatest Christmas song ever written.

Mud — "Tiger Feet." Four weeks. The biggest-selling single of the year. The sound of glam rock at its last gasp.

Suzi Quatro — "Devil Gate Drive." Two weeks. The sound of female glam rock. Suzi Quatro was the toughest woman in music.

ABBA — "Waterloo." Two weeks. The Eurovision winner. The beginning of a legend.

The Rubettes — "Sugar Baby Love." Four weeks. The sound of doo-wop revival. The most cheerful song of the year.

Ray Stevens — "The Streak." One week. A comedy song about a naked man running through a supermarket. The most ridiculous number one of the year.

Charles Aznavour — "She." Four weeks. A French singer with a beautiful ballad. The most sophisticated number one of the year.

The Osmonds — "Love Me for a Reason." Three weeks. The Osmonds' last number one. The sound of the family band fading.

Ken Boothe — "Everything I Own." Three weeks. A reggae cover of a Bread song. The sound of Jamaica in Britain.

David Essex — "Gonna Make You a Star." Three weeks. A song about making it in the music business. David Essex was the new face of British pop.

John Denver — "Annie's Song." One week. The sound of America. John Denver was the voice of the mountains.

Barry White — "You're the First, the Last, My Everything." Two weeks. The voice of love. Barry White was the sound of romance.

Mud — "Lonely This Christmas." Three weeks. The last number one of 1974. A Christmas song about being alone.

      

        THE OTHER BIG HITS

        Beyond the number ones, 1974 was a year of transition.

Elton John — "Don't Let the Sun Go Down on Me." Number 16. Elton's most emotional song. The sound of a man at his peak.

Paul McCartney and Wings — "Band on the Run." Number three. The album of the year. The sound of a Beatle finding his feet.

The Rolling Stones — "It's Only Rock 'n Roll (But I Like It)." Number 10. The sound of the Stones having fun.

David Bowie — "Rebel Rebel." Number five. Bowie's last glam rock single. The sound of a man moving on.

Queen — "Seven Seas of Rhye." Number 10. Queen's first hit. The beginning of a legend.

10cc — "The Wall Street Shuffle." Number 10. The sound of art rock. 10cc were the cleverest band in Britain.

Roxy Music — "All I Want Is You." Number 12. The sound of sophistication.

Stevie Wonder — "You Haven't Done Nothin'." Number 30. Stevie's political song. The sound of a genius.

Marvin Gaye — "Let's Get It On." Number 31. The most sensual song ever written.

George McCrae — "Rock Your Baby." Number one. The sound of disco. The beginning of a new era.

      

        THE SOUND OF 1974 — THE END OF GLAM, THE BIRTH OF DISCO

        1974 was the year glam rock died and disco was born.

Glam rock was fading. David Bowie had moved on. Marc Bolan was losing his edge. Slade were running out of steam. Mud and the Sweet were still having hits, but the magic was gone.

Disco was rising. George McCrae's "Rock Your Baby" was the first disco number one. The sound of Philadelphia was everywhere. The dance floor was the new church.

The singer-songwriter era was still going strong. Elton John, Paul McCartney, and John Denver were the sound of the gentle Seventies.

Progressive rock was at its peak. Yes, Genesis, and Jethro Tull were the sound of ambition.

1974 was the year the music was in transition. The old sounds were dying. The new sounds were being born.

      

        BRITAIN IN 1974

        Harold Wilson returned as Prime Minister in March. Labour won the general election. Edward Heath was out. The country was exhausted.

The three-day week ended in March. The lights came back on. The nation breathed a sigh of relief.

The first British McDonald's had opened in 1970. By 1974, there were 20. The American invasion was accelerating.

The first episode of "The Sweeney" was broadcast. The most violent police show on television. The nation loved it.

The first episode of "Porridge" was broadcast. The funniest prison comedy ever made.

The first British woman was ordained as a priest. The Church of England was changing.

And in the music, ABBA had won Eurovision. Glam rock was dying. Disco was being born. The Seventies were in transition.

      

        THE YEAR IN NUMBERS

        Number ones: 20
Longest-running number one: Slade — "Merry Xmas Everybody" / Mud — "Tiger Feet" / The Rubettes — "Sugar Baby Love" / Charles Aznavour — "She" (4 weeks each)
Biggest-selling single: Mud — "Tiger Feet" (1.2 million+ UK sales)
Chart size: Top 50 (full year)
Record format: 45rpm vinyl, cassette tapes growing

Twenty number ones. Mud had two. ABBA had one. British artists had 13 of the 20. The party was over, but the music was still playing.

      

        REACH OUT

        If you're struggling, you're not alone. Whether it's depression, anxiety, addiction, or just a night that won't end — reach out. We'll listen.

📧 reachout@ukmusicarchive.com

☎️ Samaritans: 116 123 — Free, 24/7
☎️ CALM: 0800 58 58 58 — Daily 5pm–midnight
☎️ PAPYRUS (under 35s): 0800 068 4141 — Free, 24/7

Talking to someone can make all the difference.

      

        YOUR VISION. OUR PRECISION.

        ADVERTISEMENT

The world doesn't need more websites. It needs digital landmarks.

At Vantage Digital Studio, we don't do "templates." We don't do "good enough." We build high-performance, visually stunning digital experiences for those who refuse to blend in. Whether it's a brand that needs to dominate its niche or a vision that requires absolute technical perfection, we are the architects of the exceptional.

Stop existing online. Start commanding attention.

vantagedigitalstudio.com

Precision. Power. Presence.

---

Want to advertise here? Reach thousands of music fans every month.
Contact mark@ukmusicarchive.com
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