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        WELCOME TO 2022

        What a weird, wonderful, horrible year.

Let's start with the good stuff. A 37-year-old song about swapping places with a man so you can feel what it's like to be him went to number one because a Netflix sci-fi show put it in a scene where a girl levitates and her nose bleeds. Kate Bush — Kate Bush! — was suddenly everywhere. Teenagers were discovering "Hounds of Love" for the first time. Their parents were crying. It was beautiful.

Harry Styles released "As It Was" and it became the biggest song of the year. Ten weeks at number one. That's not a hit, that's a residency. He played Wembley Stadium twice in one summer and made it look easy.

Taylor Swift dropped "Midnights" at midnight and broke every streaming record she'd already set. Beyoncé came back with "Renaissance" — a house music love letter to ballroom culture that made everyone want to dance in a roller rink. Wet Leg, two women from the Isle of Wight, released a debut album full of deadpan jokes and killer riffs and became the most exciting new band in Britain.

And then the bad stuff. Russia invaded Ukraine on February 24th. The Queen died on September 8th after 70 years on the throne. Liz Truss was Prime Minister for 49 days — less time than it takes to ripen an avocado. The mini-budget crashed the economy. Elon Musk bought Twitter and turned it into a dumpster fire. The World Cup was held in Qatar, a country where homosexuality is illegal, and somehow Argentina winning was the only thing that made anyone feel good about it.

2022 was the year everything happened at once. The year the music was incredible and the world was terrifying. The year we all needed Kate Bush to tell us to run up that hill.

      

        THE NUMBER ONES OF 2022

        Fourteen different songs hit number one in 2022. Here's who spent the most time at the top.

**Harry Styles — 'As It Was'** — 10 weeks. The biggest single of the year by a mile. That opening synth line is burned into the collective consciousness. It's about his relationship falling apart while he's on tour, but it sounds like freedom.

**Encanto Cast — 'We Don't Talk About Bruno'** — 7 weeks. A Disney song about a family secret sung by a Colombian cast. Nobody saw it coming. It was the first original Disney song to hit number one in the UK since "A Whole New World" in 1993. Kids loved it. Adults loved it. Your dad probably knew the words.

**Sam Smith & Kim Petras — 'Unholy'** — 4 weeks. The most talked-about song of the autumn. Kim Petras became the first openly trans woman to hit number one in the UK. The video was a riot. The song was filthy. Everyone had an opinion.

**Kate Bush — 'Running Up That Hill (A Deal with God)'** — 3 weeks. The comeback that broke records. Kate Bush became the oldest female artist to score a UK number one, and the longest gap between number ones — 44 years since "Wuthering Heights." She didn't do any press. She didn't need to.

**Taylor Swift — 'Anti-Hero'** — 1 week. Taylor's tenth studio album spawned this self-lacerating anthem about feeling like a monster. The video had her stepping on a scale that said "fat." She's never been more honest.

**Dave — 'Starlight'** — 1 week. The South London rapper's tribute to his late friend. A number one that felt personal, not commercial.

**LF SYSTEM — 'Afraid to Feel'** — 1 week. Scottish house duo sampling a 1982 soul track. Pure summer. Pure joy. The kind of record that makes you close your eyes and nod.

**LadBaby — 'Food Aid'** — 1 week. The Christmas number one. A charity single about food banks. Fifth Christmas number one in a row for the YouTuber. By this point it felt less like a tradition and more like a ritual.

Other number ones: Ed Sheeran's "Shivers" (carried over from 2021), Gayle's "ABCDEFU" (angry pop-punk for the TikTok generation), Cat Burns' "Go" (acoustic heartbreak that took two years to find its audience), and Aitch & Ashanti's "Baby" (a Manchester rapper and an early-2000s R&B legend — weirdly perfect).

      

        THE OTHER BIG HITS

        The number ones tell one story. The rest of the top 10 tells the real one.

**Glass Animals — 'Heat Waves'** peaked at number 5 but spent 67 weeks in the top 100. It was released in 2020. It became a hit in 2021. It was still everywhere in 2022. The slowest-burning hit in UK chart history.

**Beyoncé — 'Break My Soul'** was the lead single from "Renaissance" and it hit number 2. A house track built on a Robin S. sample. The video had her riding a disco horse. The album was a masterclass in dance music history.

**Central Cee — 'Doja'** peaked at number 2. The West London rapper had the year's biggest drill track. The video was shot in a supermarket. The sample was from a 2004 R&B track. It was everywhere.

**George Ezra — 'Green Green Grass'** hit number 3. A folk-pop fantasy about being buried with a bottle of wine. Pure escapism. The kind of track that makes you forget the world is on fire for three minutes.

**Sam Fender — 'Seventeen Going Under'** peaked at number 4 but was the song of the summer for anyone who'd grown up in a northern town. About his teenage years in North Shields. About poverty, masculinity, and surviving. It should have been number one.

**Steve Lacy — 'Bad Habit'** hit number 3. A bedroom-recorded guitar track about wanting to kiss your friend. Lacy made it on his phone. It became one of the biggest songs in the world. Proof you don't need a studio.

**Raye — 'Escapism'** featuring 070 Shake peaked at number 1 in 2023 but spent the end of 2022 climbing. Raye had spent years fighting her record label. She went independent. Made exactly the song she wanted. It worked.

**Elton John & Britney Spears — 'Hold Me Closer'** hit number 3. Britney's first music since her conservatorship ended. A rework of "Tiny Dancer." It wasn't groundbreaking but it mattered. Britney was free.

**Fireboy DML — 'Peru'** featuring Ed Sheeran hit number 2. Afrobeats continued its takeover of the UK charts. Ed Sheeran jumped on the remix and made it even bigger.

**Luude — 'Down Under'** featuring Colin Hay hit number 10. A drum and bass remix of the Men at Work classic. Absolutely ridiculous. Absolutely brilliant.

      

        THE ALBUMS THAT MATTERED

        **Harry Styles — 'Harry's House'** — The album that turned Harry from a former boyband member into a genuine rock star. Inspired by 70s soft rock and Japanese city pop. "As It Was" was the hit, but "Music for a Sushi Restaurant" and "Late Night Talking" showed he had range. Won Album of the Year at the Brits and the Grammys.

**Taylor Swift — 'Midnights'** — Her tenth album. A concept record about 13 sleepless nights. Jack Antonoff production at its most polished. "Anti-Hero" was the single, but "Maroon" and "You're on Your Own, Kid" were the deep cuts that hit hardest. Sold 200,000 copies in its first week in the UK alone.

**Beyoncé — 'Renaissance'** — Seven years since "Lemonade." Seven years of waiting. She delivered a seven-act disco-house odyssey. Sampled Donna Summer, Teena Marie, and Robin S. Dedicated to her uncle Johnny, who introduced her to house music. A celebration of Black queer dance culture. Perfection.

**Wet Leg — 'Wet Leg'** — The most hyped debut album of the year, and it actually delivered. Rhian Teasdale and Hester Chambers from the Isle of Wight. "Chaise Longue" was the viral hit — "I went to school and I got the big D" — but the whole album was sharp, funny, and surprisingly tender. Produced by Dan Carey. Won Best Alternative Music Album at the Grammys.

**Arctic Monkeys — 'The Car'** — Their seventh album. More orchestral, more lounge-y, more divisive. Alex Turner singing about a mirrorball and a body paint. No big singles. No hits. Just a band doing exactly what they wanted. Some fans loved it. Some wanted "AM" again. That's the point.

**Rosalía — 'Motomami'** — The Spanish singer's third album was a genre-collapsing masterpiece. Flamenco, reggaeton, bachata, industrial noise, and a bit of everything else. "Saoko" was a statement of intent. "Despechá" was the summer banger. Nobody else made anything like it.

**Sudan Archives — 'Natural Brown Prom Queen'** — The Cincinnati violinist and singer made the year's most underrated album. Fiddle-driven R&B about Black womanhood, family, and identity. "Home Maker" is one of the best songs of the decade. She should be as famous as Beyoncé.

**The 1975 — 'Being Funny in a Foreign Language'** — Matty Healy's band returned with their most focused album. Jack Antonoff again on production. "Part of the Band" was weird and wonderful. "About You" was a heartbreaker. They headlined Reading & Leeds.

**Renaissance, Midnights, Harry's House** — three albums from three of the biggest stars on the planet, all released within six weeks of each other. September to October 2022 was the most stacked album season in years.

      

        THE ONE THAT GOT AWAY

        **Kate Bush — 'Running Up That Hill (A Deal with God)'**

It's not often a 37-year-old song becomes the biggest story of the year. But here we are.

The fourth season of Stranger Things dropped in May 2022. In episode four, a character called Max — a teenage girl dealing with grief and guilt — puts on her Walkman and runs away from a supernatural monster. The song she's listening to is "Running Up That Hill." The scene is devastating. The internet lost its mind.

Within a week, the song was back in the UK top 10. Two weeks later, it was number one. Kate Bush — who hadn't had a number one since 1978, who hadn't toured since 1979, who'd spent decades as a cult figure — was suddenly the biggest story in pop music.

The records tumbled. Longest gap between number ones: 44 years. Oldest female artist to top the chart: 64 years old. The song's original 1985 peak was number 3. It had never been number one. Until now.

Kate Bush's response was perfect. A short statement on her website: "You might've heard that the song 'Running Up That Hill' is being used in the new series of Stranger Things. I hope you all love it." That was it. No interviews. No TikTok dances. No remixes. Just the song.

And the song itself — about wanting to swap places with someone so you can understand them — found a whole new audience. Teenagers who'd never heard of "Wuthering Heights" were suddenly deep into "Hounds of Love." Parents who'd owned the album on cassette were watching their kids discover it on Spotify. It was intergenerational musical magic.

"Running Up That Hill" ended 2022 as the sixth best-selling single of the year. Not bad for a song that was older than most of the people buying it.

      

        THE SOUND OF 2022

        If 2022 had a defining character, it was a world trying to figure out what came next.

**House music came back.** Beyoncé's "Renaissance" was the big statement, but LF SYSTEM's "Afraid to Feel" was the underground track that crossed over. Scottish DJs Conor Larkman and Sean Houston sampling a 1982 soul record. It sounded like a warehouse party in 1992 and 2022 at the same time.

**Drill went mainstream.** Central Cee, Digga D, and Unknown T were on radio playlists that would have banned them five years earlier. "Doja" was a top 3 hit. London's streets were suddenly on every radio station in the country.

**Afrobeats kept growing.** Fireboy DML, Burna Boy, and CKay all had top 10 hits. The genre that had been bubbling for a decade finally felt like a permanent fixture.

**Indie guitar music refused to die.** Wet Leg, Sam Fender, and Fontaines D.C. all had big years. The Arctic Monkeys came back with strings and a cigarette. The guitar wasn't dead — it just grew up.

**TikTok dictated the charts.** "Heat Waves" by Glass Animals spent 67 weeks in the top 100 because of a dance trend. "Escapism" by Raye blew up because of a lip-sync challenge. The algorithm was the new radio DJ.

**Sam Ryder finished second at Eurovision** with "Space Man." The UK's best result in 24 years. A bearded TikTok guitarist with a voice like honey. He reminded everyone that Eurovision could be about the song, not just the politics.

**Glastonbury returned** after two years of cancellations. Billie Eilish became the youngest headliner ever on Friday. Paul McCartney became the oldest on Saturday — he brought out Bruce Springsteen and played a duet with John Lennon via hologram. Sunday was Kendrick Lamar. It felt like the festival had never been away.

And through all of it, the song that defined the year was a 37-year-old art-pop track about empathy. Because 2022 was the year we all needed a little more of that.

      

        BRITAIN IN 2022

        Let's be honest: 2022 was a mess. But it was our mess.

**February 24th** — Russia invaded Ukraine. The biggest war in Europe since 1945. Millions of refugees. Energy prices skyrocketed. Petrol hit £2 a litre. The government told us to heat the human, not the home. The Concert for Ukraine raised millions. Everyone had a Ukrainian flag in their Twitter bio.

**June 1st-5th** — The Queen's Platinum Jubilee. Four days of bunting, street parties, and a Paddington Bear sketch that made everyone cry. The Queen had tea with a CGI bear. It was surreal and strangely beautiful.

**July 7th** — Boris Johnson resigned. Partygate, Pincher, and a thousand other scandals finally caught up with him. His resignation speech was full of Roman references. He left the building quoting Terminator. Of course he did.

**September 5th** — Liz Truss became Prime Minister. She promised to deliver "a bold plan to grow the economy." She lasted 49 days.

**September 8th** — The Queen died at Balmoral. Aged 96. 70 years on the throne. The longest-reigning monarch in British history. The country stopped. People queued for 14 hours to see her lying in state. The funeral was the most-watched broadcast in British history. King Charles III gave his first speech. "God Save the King" sounded strange after 70 years of "Queen."

**September 23rd** — The mini-budget. Kwasi Kwarteng announced £45 billion in unfunded tax cuts. The pound crashed to its lowest level against the dollar ever. The Bank of England had to intervene. Mortgage rates soared. Trussonomics was dead on arrival.

**October 20th** — Liz Truss resigned. The shortest-serving Prime Minister in British history. She gave her resignation speech outside Number 10 and didn't even mention the Queen's death. 49 days. A lettuce outlasted her.

**October 25th** — Rishi Sunak became Prime Minister. The first British Asian PM. He told us things would be difficult. He wasn't wrong.

**November 20th-December 18th** — The World Cup in Qatar. Controversy before a ball was kicked. Migrant worker deaths. The ban on alcohol. The human rights record. And then Argentina won. Lionel Messi finally lifted the World Cup. The greatest player of his generation got his crowning moment. Even the cynics cried.

**December** — Elon Musk bought Twitter for $44 billion, fired half the staff, and renamed it X. The platform descended into chaos. Everyone started looking for alternatives. Nobody found one that worked.

Through all of this, the music played on. The charts didn't care about the mini-budget. The number ones didn't stop for the Queen's funeral. Life kept happening. The songs kept us company.

      

        THE YEAR IN NUMBERS

        **Number ones:** 14 different songs
**Longest-running number one:** Harry Styles — 'As It Was' (10 weeks)
**Biggest-selling single:** Harry Styles — 'As It Was' (1.5 million+ UK sales)
**Biggest-selling album:** Taylor Swift — 'Midnights' (over 200,000 first-week sales)
**Most weeks in top 100:** Glass Animals — 'Heat Waves' (67 weeks and counting)
**Oldest artist to hit number one:** Kate Bush (64 years, 11 months)
**Longest gap between number ones:** Kate Bush — 44 years (1978 to 2022)
**Shortest-serving PM:** Liz Truss — 49 days
**Queen's reign:** 70 years, 214 days
**World Cup wins for Messi:** 1 (finally)
**Twitter purchase price:** $44 billion
**Wordle players at peak:** Over 2 million daily
**ChatGPT launch date:** November 30, 2022
**Number of times you heard 'We Don't Talk About Bruno' before you wanted to scream:** 847 (estimated)

      

        REACH OUT

        If you're struggling, you're not alone. Whether it's depression, anxiety, addiction, or just a night that won't end — reach out. We'll listen.

📧 reachout@ukmusicarchive.com

☎️ Samaritans: 116 123 — Free, 24/7
☎️ CALM: 0800 58 58 58 — Daily 5pm–midnight
☎️ PAPYRUS (under 35s): 0800 068 4141 — Free, 24/7

Talking to someone can make all the difference.

      

        YOUR VISION. OUR PRECISION.

        ADVERTISEMENT

The world doesn't need more websites. It needs digital landmarks.

At Vantage Digital Studio, we don't do "templates." We don't do "good enough." We build high-performance, visually stunning digital experiences for those who refuse to blend in.

vantagedigitalstudio.com

Precision. Power. Presence.

---

Want to advertise here? Reach thousands of music fans every month.
Contact mark@ukmusicarchive.com
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